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look like.”
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Dr. Renee Bovelle - Ophthalmologist

“A 2.8 million-year-old jawbone found in East 
Africa...”

 FAHARI Customs & Traditions

The art of Kente weaving is discussed 
with a Master weaver from Ghana.

03

FAHARI Our Sisters’ Voice

This column introduces readers with 
members of Sisters 4 Sisters Network, 
Inc, a women’s networking group

11

FAHARI Kaleidoscope

Topics related to Afrocentric history,
culture and arts are highlighted in 
this column.

17

FAHARI’S Writers’ Corner

Articles contributed by authors or 
professionals will be part of this 
column.

15

FAHARI Quips & Tips

This column brings briefs from the 
world of Afrocentric arts/culture.

16

FAHARI Poetry & Quotations 

Selected poems and quotations are 
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To preserve history is a measure of one’s knowledge and the 
essence of greatness. A society that does not sustain its history, 
incapable of making a new one and can’t honor what has been 
transferred to it through generations has no roots at all. 

In this regard, it is noteworthy to state that the art of weaving has 
been the distinguishing feature of African tradition and history for 
millennial years. It is against this backdrop that we present the art 
of Kente weaving, one of the ancient African weaving tradition in 
this edition’s Customs & Tradition column. 

Our Fashion & Entertainment section brings you a fashion, film 
and music star, while Our Sisters’ Voice column highlights the 
awareness creation campaign by a heart attack survivor and her 
effort to educate the public on how to prevent and minimize the 
problem of heart disease. 

It is my belief and that of Fahari’s editorial team that you enjoy 
reading this Spring/Summer 2015 edition, replete with many more 
topics related to history, culture, tradition and art.

May PEACE and LOVE reign in our world! 

Helina Teferra Mekonnen
Editor-in-Chief

From the 
editor’’’’ ’s Desk

Y O U R 
INSPIRATIONAL 
V I T A M I N
During your entrepreneurial journey, 

always remember that as someone 

is helping to pull you up, you should 

be helping to pull someone else up. 

Your hand should never be empty, 

because you should be constantly 

reaching out to pull another person 

with you. Don’t ever grow alone! 

Cheryl M. Wood
The Fearless ACTION Coach 

Motivational Speaker/Author

www.cherylwoodempowers.com

Kente shawl: Woven by Kwasi Asare / Photo: Courtesy - Wondi Studio
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The art of weaving is an ancient traditional form of 
textile art in Africa and part of the continent’s culture. 
Traditionally, the craft was performed only by African 
men, while women assisted in pre-weaving process, 
such as spinning. African weaving has a distinctive look 
with bright colors and symmetric pattern. The vibrancy 
of the colors likely arose from the need for the various 
tribes to identify each other from a distance. Pattern 
used in African weaving include messages or symbols. 
For instance, the frequently-used diamond pattern is a 
symbol of one’s life cycle with the four sides of a diamond 
represent birth, life, death and rebirth. Certain patterns 
contain symbolic recounts of history, protective charms 
or figures indicating the weaver’s tribal status. Each 
piece of African woven textiles is distinctive in design, 
color and pattern. 

Kente is one of the most popular African woven textile. 
The cloth is also a visual representation of history, 
philosophy, religious and political beliefs. It is deeply 
intertwined with the history of the 17th century Ashanti 
nation in Ghana. From the emergence of the various 
Ashanti kingdoms to the development of the slave trade up 
to contemporary life in Ghana, Kente reflects the history 
of the Ashanti people. The word “Kente” comes from the 
Akan or Ashanti dialect and means basket. Even though 
the Ashanti are the ones mostly associated with Kente 
weaving, the Ewe tribe of Ghana have a long history of 
weaving this cloth, as well. During the Akan (Ashanti) 
wars against the Ewes, some Ewe weavers,captured and 
taken to the Ashanti land taught the Ashantis how to 
weave Kente. In Ewe language, “Ke” means ‘to open’ 
and “te” ‘to press’, thus describing the weaving motion 
of the feet. 

Although the first Kente cloth was made of raffia fibers, 
Ashanti royalty in the 17th and 18th centuries wore Kente 
woven from silk. Kente was not meant to be used for 
ordinary wear in ancient times, but reserved for special 
occasions, instead. Although the materials of the 
cloth and its uses have evolved today, emphasis on its 
symbolism remains. Rather than being made from silk, 
Kente is made of cotton and rayon, making it affordable 
for the population. Kente is also given as a gift to be 
used for rites of passage; i.e. child naming, puberty rites, 
marriage ceremony,burial and ancestral remembrance 
ceremonies. 

Kente cloth is one of the tangible manifestations of a 
sense of Pan-Africanism. Africans have been passing 
down weaving techniques from one generation to the 
other. An accomplished weaver is considered a source of 
family pride. It is against this backdrop that we thought 
of discussing this very topic with an accomplished 
weaver, who is carrying on his father’s 
legacy by keeping the tradition of Kente 
weaving. His name is Kwasi Asare. 
Born in Apirede village, 11 miles from 
the Ghanaian capital, Accra, Kwasi 
acquainted himself with the traditional 
loom at the age of twelve with the 
help of his late father’s assistant, 
Opanyin K. Dappa. He fell in 
love with the art, decided to 
fully engage himself in Kente 
weaving and has been doing 
it ever since. In addition to 
his local weaving project, 
Master weaver Kwasi has 
showcased his creation in 
different parts of the world. 
In the past few years, he has carried out a series of 
demonstrations on the traditional loom in the United 
States,the most recent ones being at the Auburn Museum 
in Alabama,Tuskegee University and Bowie University. 
He also led a workshop at Brick College in New York and 
shared his craft with Navajo weavers’ (Native American-
Indians) in Denver-Colorado in October, 1999. 

Kente weaving loom (Courtesy: Weaver Asare’s Collection)

Kwasi Asare, Master Weaver 
& Owner Dento Mills in Ghana
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Kwasi was 25 years old when he took over the weaving 
center in his hometown, started by his late father in the 
1950s, known as Dento Mills (meaning“Grow and Come 
and Meet”). He trains people,who are interested in Kente 
weaving. Kwasi highly encourages women to weave, in 
an attempt to break traditional beliefs and taboos that 
deprive them to exercise their skill. 

He also strives to share the Kente weaving tradition 
internationally through interactive workshops and 
hands-on weaving trainings - the main reason he 
frequently travels to the United States. It was during one 
of those U.S. visits that Kwasi Asare discussed the art 
of weaving, his vision to promote this cultural heritage 
with FAHARI. He started with talking about African 
weaving culture, followed by Kente weaving, as well as 
his attempt to internationalize the art of Kente weaving. 
Here is the summarized version of what he told FAHARI 
during that very discussion.

About west African weaving: Most African countries do 
have their respective weaving techniques; e.g. Senegal, 
Nigeria etc. In Nigeria, they weave a fabric similar to 
Kente, known as Ashioke.

The origin of Kente: It is exclusively Ghanaian, but is 
not the only handwoven traditional cloth in Ghana. The 
Fulani in Northern Ghana weave a cloth that is sewn 
into smocks, known as Fugu. Both the Ashanti and Ewe 
weave the kente cloth with different styles. The Ashanti 
do more abstract forms with bright colors, while the Ewe 
focus on more representational forms, emphasising on 
earth tone colours. 

Kente weaving and mathematics: Mathematics is 
very much related to weaving. Ancient weavers were 
mathematicians without knowing they were using those 
concepts. The geometric designs you see in Kente weaving 
have an underlying principle of sequences. For this reason, 
I always have a short quiz with my trainees on sequences.

The African Diaspora and Kente: Compared to the 
large number of Diaspora Africans, very few are aware 
of Kente, its rich cultural heritage and take pride in 
wearing it. It is encouraging,though, to see graduating 
students throwing Kente strips over their gowns during 
commencement ceremonies at U.S. universities.

The use of Kente then and now: During my father’s 
time, Kente cloth was worn not only by Chiefs and Queen 
mothers, but by middle class Ghanaians, as well. The 
first president of Ghana, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah and his 
entire cabinet members mostly wore Kente. Compared to 
previous times,the number of Kente admirers and users 
is not that encouraging.

Kwasi at weaving workshops in the United States
Courtesy: Kwasi’s collection

Kwasi at weaving workshops in the United States
Courtesy: Kwasi’s collection
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Kwasi’s trips to the U.S.: Over the years, I have been 
engaged in educating the public about this cultural 
heritage. That is the main goal of my frequent trips to 
the U.S. In addition, there is a market for my product in 
the U.S., even though the Chinese flooded the market 
with printed Kente. Many are confused and unable to 
distinguish the duplicate Kente from the genuine hand-
woven product. That is why am striving to keep the 
tradition alive through workshops and presentations. 

The use of miniature looms: What led me to the 
creation of the miniature loom is my desire to educate 
about this rich cultural tradition in a simplified way. Both 
children and adults participate in the weaving process 
using miniature looms. And I am quite satisfied with the 
outcome.

His book: I have authored a children’s book, entitled 
“Kwasi and the Kente Color”. It is a fictional book, telling 
a story about a boy, trying to master the art of weaving 
and the challenges he faces during the process. It gives 
emphasis on colors and their meaning in Kente cloth. 
This book is dedicated to my mother for her continued 
encouragement during my weaving career. 

Future Plans: My future plan is to conduct more 
trainings and international workshops to educate the 
public about Kente cloth and its tradition. Part of my plan 
is to aggressively promote it in Africa and elsewhere, 
simultaneously continuing to solidify the activities of 
my weaving center in Ghana.

Although the main focus of our discussion with Master 
Weaver Kwasi was traditional weaving we have 
conversed on wide ranging issues. The gist of the matter, 
however, is the distance he traversed to acknowledge 
Kente as world-class traditional art of weaving. We wish 
him all the success!!

2015 College Grads adorned with Kente stripsMaster Weaver Kwasi at his Ghana-based center

Master Weaver Kwasi at the weaving loom

Children at Kente weaving training in the U.S. Boys &Girls Club

Children at Kente weaving training in the U.S. Boys &Girls Club
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MY AFRICA

“Africa, my Motherland
land of milk and honey
land of natural beauty

Africa, land where I live.
Africa my Africa

A land blessed by God himself
on the day of creation

God threw diamond like a stone,
gold like rain

He dropped crude oil like rain
Africa my Africa,

Land of milk and honey.
Abisoye Sejoro
 Nigerian poet

“Peace is costly, but is worth the expense”.
Kenyan proverb

“It is time for parents to teach young people that
 in diversity there is beauty and strength.” 

Maya Angelou (1928-2014)
African-American author, poet, dancer, actress, 

singer

“When two elephants fight, it is the grass that gets 
trampled.”

Swahili saying

“It would be good for us, Africans to accept 
ourselves as we are

 and recapture some of the positive aspects of our 
culture.”

Wangari Maathai (1940-2011)
Kenyan environmental activist and Nobel Peace 

Prize winner

“Cross the river in a crowd, and the crocodile 
won’t eat you.”
African proverb

 “Never underestimate the power of dreams and the 
influence of the human spirit.

 We are all the same in this notion: The potential 
for greatness lives within each of us.”

Wilma Rudolph (1940-1994)
African-American Olympic champion
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A STAR ON 
ALL STAGES

There are individuals,whose 
resume of talent is multi-fold. Betty 
Entzminger is one such person. 
She graces any stage with her 
glamour and charisma as a singer, 
fashion model or an actress both on 

stage and film. Betty’s singing talent 
qualifies her to be a great vocalist 

and her acting acumen, with an added 
blend of beauty enables her to shine 
in the art of acting. Betty’s musical 
talent blossomed in the Churches of 
Washington, D.C. the city she was born 
and raised. ”We had a family gospel 
group,where all of my siblings sang and 
my oldest sister playing the piano. I am 
proud to say I am professionally trained 
to entertain”, says Betty, one of six girls 
in a family of ten children. She is fond of 
her childhood memories and wears a big 
smile whenever she talks about it. “My 
childhood was filled with lots of laughter 
and nurturing,” she recalls. Betty, the 
granddaughter of a Baptist minister, 
started singing since age three. 

At a glance, Betty has a beauty and spiritual essence that 
brings to mind both the intriguing mystic of Grace Jones 
and the sheer elegance of Dionne Warwick. However, as 
you watch her stride the length of a runway; or capture 
the uniqueness of her character, you will discover that she 
has her own aura. Her modeling credits are documented 
nationally. “My modeling career began in 1980 after 
I started participating in hair shows with modeling 
instructor Tee Taylor”, Betty told Fahari. “As my career 
grew, I ventured into runway and print modeling.” Betty 
has graced the pages of Essence, Brides For Today and 
other prominent publications. She is a model, preferred 
by top designers of Afrocentric wear throughout the 
United States. To know Betty is to be inspired by her 
inimitable African-ness. “I have modeled for a plethora 
of top cultural designers. I believe that more exposure 
is being given now to cultural attires/accessories than 
ever before;” Betty explains, mentioning that Essence 
Magazine was one of the publications that opened the 
door for cultural designers to showcase their pieces. 
While discussing Afrocentric pieces and modeling, 
Betty mentioned that a person’s desire to be adorned 
in Afrocentric attire/accessories is governed by their 
consciousness. “This inner being has to catapult you to 
present yourself differently”, she noted. “One thing I have 

FAHARI FASHION & 
ENTERTAINMENT

Betty Entzminger, the model

Betty Entzminger, the singer
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learned in modeling is that there is nothing more exciting 
when a model likes what he/she wears. This connection 
brings life to the garment”. Betty has admiration and 
respect for cultural designers. “Afrocentric designers, 
presenting on the catwalk leave attendees salivating for 
more. The Congressional Black Caucus has been a staple 
fashion show in Washington D.C. for many years, where 
well-known cultural designers showcased their creations. 
It has been a delight to see the audience mesmerized 
by the designers’ creativity and pick their favorites by 
standing ovations. It seems that, all of a sudden,the stage 
turns to Africa, with mud cloth swing coats, Kente tops, 
hand-painted dresses made out of raw silk, tie and dye 
gowns etc. It is exciting for models to walk in that kind 
of energy, when designers set the runway on fire and get 
attendees to their feet with exuberance”.

What one easily notices right away when looking at 
Betty is her natural appearance. Her hair is natural and 
she doesn’t apply make up. Asked about the reason why 
she decided to go natural, here is what Betty had to say: 
“Beauty has been defined by standards that don’t support 
the choice to wear your hair natural or your decision to 
leave the house without makeup. It has been over two 
decades since I decided to wear my hair natural. I can 
truly say that I am not my hair.” According to Betty’s 
interpretation she calls the coverings that we use and 
believe to be enhancers, such as wigs, make up - “The 
Mask”. She emphasizes that most of us have a mask 
that we wear, while the truth is that each of us are a gift. 
She, therefore, advises that all we should do is open up 
the present, i.e. take the mask off. It is Betty’s firm belief 
that people can’t see our true beauty with those coverings 
on. “Unless you take that mask off”, she notes,”your true 
beauty will not be revealed. We can live without artificial 
surrounding”.

Betty’s third career is acting. She embarked on this career 
after attending the University of the District of Columbia 
and started acting on films and stage plays. Her acting 
resume includes, “The Colored Museum”, In the Land 
of Fire”, “For the Colored Girls Who Have Considered 
Suicide,” When the Rainbow is Enuf”, Head of State”, 
Start Crash”, “Mr. Nobody”, “The Wire”... and the list 
goes on. 

Fashion modeling, film, music and culture were among 
the topics discussed with Betty Entzminger.
 
FAHARI: You have acted in movies and plays. Which 
one of the two did you find challenging?

Betty: It is both. You have to release who you are 
and become the character you are portraying and stay 
connected to the person on stage or in a movie/play for 
the audience to believe you.

FAHARI: How do you define the role of cinema in terms 
of educating/entertaining the public?

Betty: Cinema is like reading a book you can’t put down. 
Eventually, it pulls you in and takes you on the journey 
and before you know it, you have become entrenched 
and are a character in the story.

FAHARI: Your passion for modeling is visible on your 
photos. What is modeling to you?

Betty: Yes, modeling has truly impacted my life, as you 
can tell by my photos. However, I come from a musical 
family and have been singing since I was a child with our 
family’s gospel group. As this musical gift is emerging 
and expressing itself, I am giving birth to a gift that has 
been dormant for some time. Modeling will always be 
a part of my life and you will see it every time my gifts 
are presented.

Betty Entzminger, the actress
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FAHARI: Many agree that applause/admiration is the best 
reward for creative artists. Do you?

Betty: Feedback, applause and admiration are 
adjectives that will surely create within you a 
false illusion that without those accolades you 
are nothing. In actuality when you know your 
creativity comes from a sacred place deep down 
inside of you, no one and nothing solidifies your 
gifts. I believe when you give your best, that’s 
the only requirement needed.

FAHARI: What is your view about the 
role of culture in connecting peoples. 
Please also comment on Chase the 
Dream Culture, Art & Beauty?

Betty: Art and culture is 
universal and one of its 
purposes is to unite people. 
I believe your organization and your 
magazine is a testament for this. The 
diverse art and culture stimulates our 
senses, gives us a common language, with 
no wrong interpretation, thus bringing 
people on one forum in expressing pride 
and dignity. 

What we noticed during our conversation 
with Betty Entzminger is that her eloquence 
and penetrating capacity to connect with her audience is so profound. 
This very fact spurred us to add one point before concluding this 
article. Betty has a fourth talent! She is a great speaker. Kudos Betty.

FAHARI FASHION 
& ENTERTAINMENT

Betty Entzminger, the model
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Sisters 4 Sisters Network, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization founded to provide a platform for women 
to come together in a powerful networking environment 
to share their vision and dream with like-minded 
women. S4SN, Inc. strives to motivate women toward 
developing their mind, body and spirit through social 
and spiritual collaboration. Founded in 2002 by Peggy 
Morris and 3 other sisters, S4SN Inc. has outstretched 
its tentacles, acceding to be a powerful networking 
group of dynamic business and professional women 
with ever-soaring membership with over 350 members, 
including the founders of Chase the Dream Culture, 
Arts & Beauty. “Our Sisters’ Voice” column aims at 
providing members of S4SN, Inc. with a platform to 
share their experience, professional and personal life. 
S4SN, Inc. is the genuine expression of many visionary 
and hard-working mothers and sisters of diverse 
professions and backgrounds. Our guest in this edition 
is an activist and heart attack survivor.

Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the world. 
In the United States alone, the number of deaths caused 
by heart attack is around 610,000 every year. Despite 
increases in awareness over the past decade, only 54% 
of women recognize that heart disease is their number 
one killer. 1 in 4 women die with heart attack. 64% of 
women die suddenly, without prior symptoms. 

Our guest, Florence Champagne suffered a heart attack 
and escaped a near-death experience in March 2012. Her 
heart attack led to an emergency open-heart surgery. After 
she survived, Florence found a purpose in her pain by 
starting to provide support, advocacy and leadership to 
women living with heart disease or those at risk. Following 
her open heart surgery,Florence has been representing 
Women Heart, a national organization that supports 
women with heart disease in the U.S. She believes that 
enhancement of awareness creation campaigns should 
be given due attention. Our conversation with Florence 
started off by discussing the mission and goal of this 
organization. “After my open heart surgery, I was asked 
to be a representative for Women Heart, and I accepted. 
Throughout my experience with heart disease, I did not 
readily receive the treatment that I needed. As a result, 
my condition worsened. That is the main reason I decided 
to educate women about this ‘Number One Killer’. The 
reason I was propelled to become a representative for 
Women Heart is because I found out that heart disease 
and strokes are highly impacting African-American 
women. I have promoted the organization’s cause as a 
panelist at heart-health-related workshops, trainings and 
speaking sessions,shows (e.g. the Dr. Oz Show) and also 
by writing articles to educate about the risk.”

FAHARI 
OUR SISTERS’ VOICE

Betty Entzminger, the model

Florence and members of S4SN, Inc. on the founding of ‘’Open My Heart’’ /  Courtesy: LaKei F. Cosby
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In addition, Florence launched a foundation - Open My 
Heart on February 6, 2015. “The mission of the Open 
My Heart Foundation is to help eliminate heart health 
disparities amongst African-American women. I call this 
mission “purpose through my pain”. The prime focus 
of Open My Heart are African-American women. In 
commemoration of a nationwide campaign to bring 
awareness to women and heart disease, the first Friday 
of February every year is marked as “National Wear 
Red Day.” Florence, therefore, decided to launch her 
foundation on this very day; February 6, 2015. “Everyone 
is encouraged to take action to live longer, healthier lives, 
and be aware about their cardiovascular risk.”

Talking about her heart problems before and after her 
open heart surgery, Florence says,” it is hard to say what 
a heart attack will look like. I did not fit the profile of a 
person having a heart attack. I “look” young, healthy and 
am not overweight. My appearance is partly why I was 
misdiagnosed and sent home several times from the ER. 
After my open heart surgery, I have drastically cut down 
on animal fat,i.e. dairy and foods high in cholesterol. 
Another aspect that affects our heart is stress; job, family 
issues, etc. I was one of those women,who tend to take 
care of every body’s problems, and often times stressed 
out, which takes a toll on the heart. But after my surgery, 
I have learned to say “no” to some demands others try to 

Florence, S4SN, Inc. members with guest speaker at “Open My Heart” founding / Courtesy: Lakei F. Cosby Florence and S4SN, Inc. members with guest speaker  / Courtesy: LaKei F. Cosby

Women Heart
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place on me. I now take time out of my busy schedule 
to exercise and relax; something that has added balance 
to my life.”
 
In addition to her active participation in fighting the 
risk of heart disease, Florence mentioned that writing 
has been very therapeutic for her. She has passion for 
painting, as well. “I was keeping a journal for over 
20 years,” Florence further explains. Because of her 
intimate relationship with her grandmother, Florence 
knew the lineage in her family. She put together 
charts and do the family tree at family reunions,so that 
everyone would know how they were related. This 
spurred family members to share old photos and tell her 
stories,that helped create the landscape for the book she 
authored, entitled ‘Inez’s Granddaughter’. Florence 
explains that her book is a memoir based on growing up 
under her grandmother’s wing. “By traveling to South 
Carolina with my grandmother, I have come to value the 
relationships with my extended family. I basically wrote 
to understand. It was cathartic for me”.

“Regarding my artistic talent, I have been drawing since 
I was a little girl,” Florence went on. “At first, I did 
not have any type of formal training. But after I joined 
Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA), my 
career took a turn into Art Therapy. Later on, I earned 

my Master’s Degree in Social Work from Howard 
University. My artwork has been exhibited in the DC 
Metro area in Beaufort, South Carolina.”.

We didn’t want to end our discussion with Florence 
without asking her about Sisters4Sisters Network,Inc. 
This is what she had to say: “I joined S4SN, Inc. through 
a friend. I was very impressed by this large group of 
women, who live their dream. After I joined S4SN,Inc. 
I was motivated and inspired to carry out what God 
placed in my heart and start my own non-profit for 
African-American women with heart disease. Spending 
time among this powerful group of women gave me the 
courage to move forward.”

Prior to concluding this article, we would like to 
commend this amazingly-strong sister for her courage 
to beat challenges she faced in her life, as well as her 
vision and hard work. And Ladies! Please take note of 
Florence’s piece of advice - “Take more time out for 
yourselves.”
 

Florence and S4SN, Inc. members with guest speaker  / Courtesy: LaKei F. Cosby



14 / Fahari



 Fahari /  15 

WHAT IS ASTIGMATISM?
By Renee Bovelle (PhD)

Most of you have heard the saying: “Your eyes are the windows to your 
soul”. But, your eyes are the windows to your health! They are a unique 
organ,that allow the ophthalmologist to see inside the human body without 
distortion. Many systemic illnesses such as diabetes, cancer, autoimmune 
disorders (when the body’s defense system attacks healthy tissue), 
arthritis, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, multiple sclerosis 
and HIV/AIDS can cause early changes in the eyes. Of course, 
other ocular conditions such as pyterigium (a white fleshy growth 
across the cornea), glaucoma, stylkes, mascular degeneration 
(deterioration of the central retina resulting in severe blurry 
vision), presbyopia (need for reading glasses), astigmatism 
(blurry vision distance and near due to imperfection on 
cornea curvature), and cataract (clouding of the lens), 
computer vision syndrome and dry eye syndrome are treated 
by an ophthalmologist as well. There is no such thing as 
being too young, too old or too healthy for an eye exam. 
In the previous edition, I highlighted Glaucoma. And in this 
edition, I will briefly explain Astigmatism. 

Astigmatism is caused by an irregular shaped cornea, which 
results in blurry vision - both distance and near. Today you can 
finally be rid of Astigmatism. New technology intra-ocular lens 
implants called toric IOLs, correct astigmatism and cataracts 
at the same time. Correcting astigmatism with toric implants 
has been shown to also improve image quality and nighttime 
driving. Also, there are now contact lenses that can treat 
astigmatism and reduce the need for reading glasses.

About the Contributor:- Dr. Renee Bovelle is a board-certified ophthalmologist and has performed thousands of 
LASIK, laser, ophthalmic, cataract and BOTOX® procedures. Her commitment to excellence in ophthalmic training 
and surgical technique, coupled with her expertise with state-of-the-art technology, has enabled Dr. Bovelle to 
earn her patients’ confidence and trust. She offers both non-surgical and surgical treatments. Dr. Bovelle’s practice 
emphasizes disease prevention, wellness and patient education.
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R&B STAR PERCY SLEDGE DIES

R&B star Percy Sledge, known for the series of soul ballads, 
passed away on April 14,2015. Born in Leighton, Alabama on 
November 25,1940 Percy’s musical career began in 1960. The 
singer was most recognized by his song “When A Man Loves 
A Woman”, released in 1966. This was his first song recorded 
under contract, which Percy calls “The granddaddy of all my 
songs”. Incidentally, When a Man Loves a Woman, according 
to Percy, was written in 1965, when his girlfriend left him for 
a modeling career after he was laid off from a construction job. 
Two of Percy’s 12 children have become singers. 

BLUES GIANT BB KING DIES

Blues legend and guitarist Riley B. King, a.k.a. BB King 
passed away on May 14,2015.  King died in his sleep at the age 
of 89 in his Las Vegas home on May 14, 2015 after reigning on 
the music scene for nearly 60 years. Many of his admirers call 
him “Ambassador of Blues”. BB King’s unique style featured 
stinging single-note solos with an instantly recognizable sound 
ringing from his hollow-body-guitar, which he christened as 
“Lucille”. In addition to winning 15 Grammy Awards, King 
was awarded the National Medal of Arts in 1990 from 
President George W. Bush. The late BB King had 15 children 
and 50 grandchildren. Our heartfelt condolences on the loss of 
these great icons.

HUMAN JAWBONE DISCOVERED

A 2.8 million-year-old jawbone with five teeth was found in 
Afar region,Ethiopia. It is believed to be the oldest remain 
ever found that belong to the genus Homo,the linage that 
ultimately, led to modern humans. An joint team of experts 
from the United States and Ethiopia found this jawbone, 
believed to be about 400 thousand years older than the 
previous record for a human-related fossil. This part of East 
Africa is home to a variety of 4-foot-tall, apelike creatures 
called Australopithecus,including  the famous Lucy. 

FUNK PARADE 2015 BROUGHT VARIOUS 
MUSICIANS TOGETHER

The DC Funk Parade, a one-of-a-kind street fair and music 
festival took place on Washington D.C’s U Street on May 
2,2015, an area that has been the heart of live music in D.C 
for about a century. Aimed at continuing the tradition of U 
Street as a place of celebration and gathering for residents 
of Washington, D.C, the Funk Parade was initiated by two 
individuals, Justin Rood, a lifelong DC resident and Chris 
Naoum, founder of “Listen Local First”, an organization 
that has helped musicians find audiences.The initiators of 
Funk Parade note that they want to maintain the tradition that 
began when U Street was a predominantly African-American 
community and celebrate the spirit of the music that has made 
U Street great; the spirit that resides in the music you can hear 
on U Street today - from Jazz and hip-hop to reggae, Ethiopian 
pop and funk re-mixes. Hundreds of performers and attendees 
converged on this historic part of the Nation’s Capital, 
demonstrating that the city is full of amazing musicians, DJ 
collectives and more. 
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Tomb of Askia Mohamed
Described as a “fine example of the monumental mud-
building traditions of the West African Sahel”, the Tomb 
of Askia,built in 1495 by Askia Mohammad, Emperor of 
Songhai is listed as one of UNESCO’s World Heritage 
sites.  Located in Gao, some 232 kilometers from the 
Malian capital Bamako, the complex includes the 
pyramidal tomb, two flat-roofed mosque buildings, a 
cemetery dating from the time of Askia, with many 
inscribed stone stelae, and an open-air assembly ground. 
The largest pre-colonial architectural monument in the 
region, the tomb is 17 meters high. Askia Mohammad 
(1443-1538), a.k.a Muhammad Toure or Askia the 
Great was emperor, military commander of the Songhai 
Empire in ancient Mali.

Konono 1 Music - Congotronics
Konono No.1 is a musical collective formed in Kinshasa 
- Congo by the late Mingiedi Mawangu in 1966. The 
Grammy award winning group’s performance combining 
three electric likembe (a traditional instrument similar to 
the mbira), with voices and percussion instruments made 
out of items salvaged from junkyard. The group uses 
microphone carved out of wood fitted with a magnet 
from an automobile alternator and a gigantic horn-
shaped amplifier. This group,whose founder Mingiedi 
Mawangu passed away in April 2015 has achieved 
international recognition since 2005, mainly drawing 
the attention of mainly rock music fans. The first time 
Konono No.1 played outside Africa was in 2003, during 
a tour to the Netherlands with a Dutch Bank, followed by 
tours to North America and Europe. Konono No.1 is also 
a recipient of the BBC Awards for World Music’s 2006 
Newcomer award.
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 “There is beauty and power in unity.
We must be united in heart and mind.

One world ! One people!”   

Lailah Gifty Akita 
    Founder - Smart Youth Volunteers Foundation

Visit us: www.chasethedream-web.com 


